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Edgemont’s Class of 2025 Shaped by Challenge,  
Fueled by Curiosity and Stepping Into Success

Those were the first words spoken by senior Talia Cohen as she stepped up 
to the podium on June 26, looking out at a sea of blue gowns, proud families 
and teachers who had watched her class grow over the past six years. “I 
know people say it’s not about the destination, it’s about the journey,” she 
continued, “and it seems cliché. But when I think of high school, I’m not going 
to look back on this moment right here. I’m going to think about all of the 
moments that came before it.”

That reflection, on the quiet, meaningful pieces of a journey, is what defined 
this year’s Edgemont Junior Senior High School graduation. Held in the 
school’s courtyard and celebrating 157 graduating seniors, the Class of 2025 
marked the moment not only with applause, but with deep appreciation for 
how far they’ve come.

This year’s ceremony offered more than celebration; it offered perspective. 
The speeches that echoed through the courtyard wove a consistent theme: 
curiosity – not the kind found only in textbooks, but the curiosity that asks 
hard questions, builds empathy and fuels personal growth. 

The ceremony buzzed with anticipation as families settled into their seats, 
cameras ready and programs in hand. The early June evening sun cast 
a golden glow over the stage and a gentle breeze carried the sounds of 
laughter, music and quiet reflection. It was a setting filled with pride and 
nostalgia, one that felt both celebratory and tender, as students stood on the 
edge of something new.

more »
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more »

Principal Kyle Hosier reminded graduates of the 
importance of looking beyond appearances, 
referencing his own childhood fear of the Wicked Witch 
of the West. He urged students to lead with empathy 
and thoughtful inquiry. “You take the time to ask 
insightful questions. You listen, you reflect… You have 
shown what it means to lead with curiosity, empathy 
and integrity.”

Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton commended 
the class for not just enduring high school, but 
transforming it. “You entered your ninth grade year not 
through the front doors of the high school, but through 
the flickering rectangles of a Zoom lens,” he said. “What 
became crippling to the world will be your calling card. 
Living proof that you are a generation of young people 
who are adaptable and resilient.”

That resilience wasn’t developed in isolation. It was 
supported by relationships with friends, families and 
faculty members who stood alongside them. “We 
wouldn’t have made it to this point without the support 
and the skills that you’ve given and taught to us,” said 
Cohen, addressing the Edgemont community. 

Graduate Eliza Press shared similar sentiments, naming 
the people, more than the places, that made high 
school meaningful. “I’ll definitely miss the people,” she 
said. “They made this place special.”

For graduate Sara Kakiage, teachers left the biggest 
mark. “I had built so many good relationships with so 
many of them,” she said, recalling the steady support of 
the Special Education Department. “I always feel like I 
can rely on all of my teachers, but especially the Special 
Ed teachers. They’re just so supportive and helpful.”

That mutual bond was felt on both sides. Science 
teacher Alexandra MacDougall, who retired this year 
after 22 years of teaching, 18 at Edgemont, addressed 
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the seniors with heartfelt honesty. “Truth be told, I’ve 
quietly claimed you as my own,” she said. “In a way, I 
feel like I’m graduating with you too.”

Board of Education President Jennifer DeMarrais 
emphasized character and the future. “Openness is 
not about changing who you are,” she said, “it’s about 
discovering who you might become and widening your 
view in what’s possible in the world.”

Graduate Darren Kim challenged the idea that any 
artificial intelligence, or even a well-crafted speech, 
could truly capture what it means to graduate from 
Edgemont. He shared vivid memories of day-to-day life, 
from freshly baked muffins to rainy-day breezeways, 
before turning to the classmates he’d come to admire.

“I see truly principled people… leaders who push 
themselves every day to be better than they were 
yesterday,” he said, inviting his peers to ask the same 

question he did: How would I summarize my experience 
at Edgemont? The answer, he suggested, can’t be 
written by anyone else.

Senior Ava Thomas offered one final lesson, learned 
slowly over time. “Consistency is one of the hardest things 
to do as individuals,” she said. “It is hard to show up day 
in and day out despite what might be going on… One of 
the key things that Edgemont has taught me in the last 13 
years is how to be consistent despite those hardships.”

From the courtyard stage to campuses across the 
country, Edgemont Junior Senior High School’s Class 
of 2025 now moves forward, carrying something far 
more valuable than a transcript: curiosity, strength of 
character and a deep awareness of the people who 
helped shape them. Proud parent Ximena Arinez put it 
simply, “I’m very proud of this generation in general…
they really deserve this.”
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Greenville Elementary Sixth Graders Celebrate 
Growth and Courage as They Step Forward

Standing on stage in front of proud families, sixth grader 
Abigail Schwartz spoke for many of her classmates as 
she reflected on all they had accomplished at Greenville 
Elementary School.

“Greenville Elementary has provided thousands of us with 
an enriching education and opportunities… this year was no 
exception,” said Schwartz. “We have gone to many places, 
demonstrated our expertise, solved math problems… and 
showed that we can persevere.”

Her words echoed through the gymnasium on the morning 
of June 23, as 88 sixth graders marked a moment years in 
the making, their official move to Edgemont Junior Senior 
High School.

Family members filled the seats with excitement and pride 
as students took one final walk through the school, passing 
beneath a green-and-white balloon arch and into a gym 
glowing with possibility.

The morning began with remarks from Assistant Principal 
Dr. Julia Huang, who recognized students’ hard work, growth 
and the unique sense of community they built together.

“Watching our sixth graders grow into thoughtful, curious 
and resilient young people has been one of the greatest joys 
of this year,” said Huang. “They’ve shown us what it means more »
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to support one another, rise to challenges and lead with 
kindness. We can’t wait to see all that they’ll accomplish 
in this next chapter.”

Sixth grader Audrey Mai led the crowd in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a moving full-class performance 
of America the Beautiful.

Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton reminded the 
students that their time at Greenville had given them 
more than just academic skills; it also helped shape their 
character.

“There are two things that I know your teachers have 
spent a lot of time teaching you during your time here 
at Greenville,” he said. “That’s developing your curiosity 
and helping you develop courage.” He urged them 
to lean on those lessons as they navigate junior high, 
whether they’re solving tougher problems, meeting new 
people or trying something new.

Greenville alumna and Edgemont Junior Senior High 
School senior Ava Thomas returned to the school 
where her educational journey began, offering 
encouragement. Bound for Washington University this 
fall, she reflected not just on the academics Greenville 
gave her, but the moments that shaped her character. 

“When I look back on my elementary experience… 
I focus on the time I introduced myself to a new 
student, helped a friend who was struggling or saw 
someone stand up for me if I was mistreated,” she said. 
“Greenville not only taught me to be a good student… 
but I also learned what it means to be a member of this 
community.”

That sense of community carried into one final musical 
tribute as the students joined together to sing You’ll Be 
In My Heart by Phil Collins, a heartfelt farewell to the 
friendships, teachers and support systems that shaped 
their early years.

One by one, each sixth grader stood proudly as their 
name was called, some with beaming smiles, others 
waving shyly to family in the crowd. The gymnasium, 
filled with familiar faces and long-held support, carried 
an energy that was both celebratory and reflective, a 
collective recognition of all the students had achieved 
and all they were preparing to become.

As they prepare to step into a new school, new hallways 
and new routines, the sixth grade Class of 2025 leaves 
Greenville with more than memories. It carries the 
courage to try, the curiosity to ask and the confidence of 
knowing it’s ready for what’s next.
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Seely Place Students Say Goodbye to 
Elementary School and Hello to New Beginnings

“It’s hard to leave a place that’s been part of your 
life for so long,” said sixth grader Phoebe Stratigos-
Simon. “But I know we’re ready. Seely gave us 
everything we need to take on the next step.”

That feeling, of looking back with love and 
forward with courage, set the tone for Seely Place 
Elementary School’s moving-up ceremony, held this 
year in a place that will soon feel very familiar: the 
Edgemont Junior Senior High School auditorium.

On the morning of June 21, 67 sixth graders gathered 
not just to celebrate the end of elementary school, 
but to mark the beginning of a new chapter. The 
auditorium buzzed with emotion as families filled the 
seats, many taking in the bittersweet joy of watching 
their students cross the threshold into adolescence.

The ceremony opened with remarks from 
Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton, who 
reminded students of the power they carry as they 
move forward. “You have the power to change the 
world,” he said. “As you make your transition here 
into EHS… continue to understand that you represent 
the values of America and, most importantly, you 
represent Edgemont.”

For Principal Eve Feuerstein, the morning carried 
special meaning. This group of sixth graders 
constituted her very first kindergarten class when 

she began her role at Seely Place. In her heartfelt 
speech, she reflected on the parallel growth they’d 
experienced over the years.

“In some ways, it’s like we’ve grown up together,” 
she told them. She ended her remarks by quoting 
Wicked’s “For Good,” saying, “Each and every one of 
you has been an important part of the special Seely 
Place Class of 2025… I have certainly been changed 
for good being your principal.”

The spirit of shared experience continued with words 
of encouragement from seventh grader Mehr Saran, 
who offered the kind of honest, helpful advice only 
someone who’s just been there can give.

“This transition is hard for everyone in your grade, 
so don’t be shy,” she said. “Reach out and ask for 
help… try to talk to someone new in every class.” Her 
message, tackle change little by little, resonated with 
students and families alike.

A beloved tradition followed: The sixth grade Will 
and Testament, during which students passed down 
their memories and advice to younger classmates. 
Through laughs, thank yous and a few inside jokes, 
Aanchi Ajitsaria, Brady Ashcraft, Maya Fenyves, 
Grace Fleischhauer, Gianna Kerrigan, Avery Klein, 
Hannah Lim, Jasmine Michelman, Marcus Nukho, 
Sarah Sony, Phoebe Stratigos-Simon and Leah 

more »
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Uvaydava brought their time at Seely Place full circle.

As Ms. Mullin read each graduate’s name aloud, the 
students stood proudly one by one. They closed the 
morning with a performance of Firework by Katy Perry, 
the lyrics ringing out with joy, energy and the kind of 
confidence that only comes from knowing you’ve made 
your mark.

For many, holding the ceremony at Edgemont Junior 
Senior High School made the milestone feel even  
more real. 

“Having the ceremony at EHS makes so much sense 
philosophically; it’s where they are moving up to, 
into the dynamic future,” said Stratigos-Simon’s 
mother, Katy Stratigos. “It feels so uplifting and 
new, counterbalancing the sad ending. It’s a lovely 
transitional ritual that affirms both where they’ve 
come from and where they are going. Their physical 
presence in the EHS auditorium heralds the excitement 
to come.”

Though they’ll walk into a new building this fall, Seely 
Place’s Class of 2025 carries with it more than just 
memories. They’ve built a foundation of friendship, 
kindness and resilience, one that will serve them well 
as they continue to grow in the community that’s been 
cheering them on since the very beginning.

The Edge - Page 9 S P E C I A L  Y E A R - E N D  E D I T I O N



EDGEMONT HIGH SCHOOL INDUCTS 15 SENIORS 
INTO CUM LAUDE HONORS SOCIETY

Edgemont High School senior Sarah Hu reminded her 
fellow Cum Laude honorees what it took for them to 
earn membership to the international honors society.

They pulled all-nighters, sought extra help and 
“sweated not only over our grades, but also in the 
gym, at track, rowing, tennis and swimming” while 
also participating in clubs, doing volunteer work and 
conducting research, Hu recalled at the May 28 Cum 
Laude ceremony in the school library.

“But we survived the breakdowns, burnouts and 
failures, and learned time and time again how to stand 
back up,” she told her 14 peers. “Being here today 
not only required intelligence and talent, but also 
persistence and determination.”
	
Cum Laude members are seniors graduating with 
a grade point average in the top 10%. Hu had been 
chosen from among the 15 Cum Laude inductees to 
give the student address at the ceremony, where they 
celebrated the achievement with families, supporters, 
Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton, Principal Kyle 
Hosier and Dr. Robert Calabro, secretary of the Cum 
Laude Society at the school.

“I want to encourage you to live to the tenets of what 
it means to be an inductee in the Cum Laude Society 
– a commitment to excellence, a commitment to 

justice and 
all the things 
that make 
extraordinary people extraordinary,” Dr. Hamilton told 
the inductees. “I am honored to see a group of students 
who have taken that extra step to earn this level of 
distinction and recognition.”

The international society recognizes more than strong 
academics; members are expected to promote the 
principals of areté, diké and timé (excellence, justice 
and honor).

“As you go on to pursue your future endeavors, we 
hope that you continue to consistently embody these 
ideals and to discover the full richness of their meaning 
in the context of your lives,” Dr. Calabro said.

The seniors gained insight from guest speaker Aaditya 
Jain, who graduated nine years before them and has 
been through enough to tell them, “Life is never a 
straight line.”

A 2016 Edgemont Cum Laude graduate, Jain 
recounted his experiences in college and careers – 
and the three-month sabbatical he took to travel to 
Southeast Asia, spend time with family and friends 
and reflect. It all led to his current position at a 
cybersecurity startup, Chainguard, which has doubled 

more »
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its revenue and tripled its headcount since he joined it 
last September.

He distilled the lessons he’s learned into three rules for 
success: Always take risks, pause to learn from those 
risks “especially when you fail,” and keep moving.

After the inductees received their certificates, they 
celebrated with a traditional pair of cakes. One 
featured the first name of each new Cum Laude 
member in icing so each inductee could enjoy the piece 
with his or her name. The other read, “Congratulations!”

While being praised for their hard work and dedication, 
honorees said the school, community and their peers 
helped them reached their accomplishment.

“The community has been really supportive,” said 
honoree Le Wang. “A lot of people in this room I really 
admire.”

“We really support each other and push each other,” 
said inductee Tanisee Nagaldinne.

Nagaldinne’s parents were thrilled with the district that 
supported their daughter as she earned the honor. 
“It’s almost like a private school education in a public 
setting,” said Tanisse’s mother, Priya Nagaldinne.

After graduation, Cum Laude members are headed to 
many of the nation’s top colleges. In her address, Hu 

encouraged her peers to make the most of college 
and to pursue their dream or their goal with passion.

“Whatever it is, even if it’s crazy, remember it and go 
after it,” she said.

Edgemont Junior Senior High School
2024-2025 Cum Laude Graduates

Evelyn Gipstein, Justin Hu, Sarah Hu,

Nathaniel Hwang, Daniel Kim, Ellen Lin,

Carter Medved, Samuel Meyer,

Tanisee Nagaldinne, Kareem Nasr,

Arjun Rao, Le Wang, Julie Wong,

Matthew Zeitz and Alexander Zhou
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When Edgemont High School senior Ava Thomas won 
two awards for being a positive influence in her school 
and community, she had plenty to say about how her 
Edgemont years helped her.

“I’m so grateful for my experience here and for being 
able to connect with all the teachers and students and 
staff,” Thomas said after the June 4 Edgemont Senior 
High School Awards Ceremony, where she won the 
Peer Leadership Award and an Edgemont Award, 
which came with a trophy. “It’s just 
been such a great experience.” 

Thomas was one of 57 seniors 
and juniors who received honors 
in a wide range of categories at 
the annual ceremony. Students 
assembled on chairs on the stage, 
but the winners of each award 
were not revealed until a faculty 
member or administrator made 
each announcement.

“Tonight is a small attempt to recognize the greatness 
of the students who you see on stage here,” Principal 
Kyle Hosier told families, friends, faculty and staff in 
the audience.

Students received awards in science, math, world 
languages and the arts, as well as for leadership, 
kindness and making their school a better place.

Thomas received the Peer Leadership Award, the first 
award of the night, for being “always supportive and 
encouraging” and demonstrating “this positive energy 
that lifts everyone up,” school psychologist Dr. Mitchell 
Shapiro said.

The other winner of the Edgemont Award, given to 
two seniors for exemplifying the highest ideals of 
the district, was Kento Hong. A violinist who has won 
international awards, Hong is interested in biomedical 

engineering and was named one 
of Regeneron’s top 300 young 
scientists for 2025.

After Edgemont, he will pursue 
a three-pronged journey with 
the goal of bridging art, science 
and finance. As a Columbia–
Juilliard exchange student, he will 
study financial economics and 
statistics at Columbia College 
and will continue biomedical 

engineering research at Columbia Engineering (SEAS) 
while studying violin at The Julliard School. He plans 
to develop biotech capital investment strategies that 
support innovations in sports and music medicine, 
empowering the health and longevity of performers 
and athletes.

Edgemont, he said, was an exceptional place to 
nurture these endeavors.

Seniors and Juniors Honored for Academics, 
Arts and Making Edgemont a Better Place

more »
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“When you have ambitious and very strong goals, Edgemont 
allows each individual to foster their own sense of purpose 
and find their identity,” he said.  “I really took advantage of 
that, because that allowed me to be close with teachers like 
Miss (Brittany) Robinson-Chen and others.”

The educators and administrators profusely praised 
awardees.

World language teacher Jedd Chesterson presented Sarah 
Hu with the Spirit Award, the final honor bestowed, which 
is “presented to the senior who has made the greatest 
contribution toward maintaining the values and traditions 
that we consider being the spirit of Edgemont.”

“Her spirit is contagious and she brightens everyone’s day 
when they see her at school,” Chesterson said. “I know that 
she’ll continue to shine and spread her spirit throughout 
college and beyond.”

Teacher Paulette Spiegel, presenting Austin Ptaszek with the 
Vijay Nibhanipudi Memorial Scholarship Award said, “He has 
shown a level of kindness and determination in the face of 
adversity well beyond his years.”

English teacher Michael DeVito, presenting the State 
Comptroller Student Achievement Award to Juliana 
Suarez-Lipton, said her artworks have enhanced the 
school, including her creation of the poster for the school’s 
production of the musical Mama Mia! He also praised 
her activism in “advocating for greater inclusivity and 
representation for marginalized groups in our community 
and our curriculum,” including as part of the All Means All 
Committee and the Gay-Straight Alliance.

Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton gave certificates of 
appreciation to two members of his Superintendent’s Student 
Advisory Council, Sofia Chirlin and Joseph Vadakkan.
“They have challenged assumptions, elevated concerns 
and brought forward ideas that reflect not only their 
own experiences but those of their peers,” he said. “They 
reminded me specifically of what it means to lead with heart, 
with courage and with purpose.”

The students spoke of many influences that have helped them 
in their school career. A major factor was the support of peers.

“Just being surrounded by a lot of students who are really 
driven to be successful is really valuable,” Thomas said. 
“Everyone here also wants to see everyone else do well and 
lift each other up and support everyone.”
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Edgemont Junior Senior
High School Awards
Peer Leadership: Ava Thomas

Builders Club: Vidhan Bokaria, Le Wang, Jonathan Cho 
and Madeleine Mak

Vijay Nibhanipudi Memorial Scholarship Award:  
Austin Ptaszek

Nancy Rose Tannenbaum Scholarship Award:  
Braydan Segall

Office Of The State Comptroller Student Award:  
Juliana Suarez-Lipton

World Languages Awards
•	 Excellence In French Award: Charles Wolfe
•	 Excellence In Spanish Award: Jaden Thomas and 

Talia Cohen
•	 Excellence In Latin Award: Arjun Rao, Justin Hu and 

Alexander Zhou

Science Awards
•	 Academic Excellence In Science: Justin Hu, Sarah Hu, 

Richa Patil, Michelle Shao and Alexander Zhou
•	 Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award: Anya Dalal

Mathematics Awards
•	 Excellence In Algebra II: Riley Elkins
•	 Excellence In Advanced Placement Calculus: Henry 

Goldrich and Matthew Zeitz
•	 Excellence In Advanced Placement Computer 

Science: Matthew Zeitz
•	 Excellence In Advanced Placement Statistics: 

Alexander Zhou
•	 Excellence In Pre-Calculus: Eliza Press
•	 Mathletes High Scorer Award: Justin Hu, Sarah Hu 

and Alexander Zhou

Fine Arts/Performing Arts Awards
•	 Excellence In Choral Music Award – Junior: Noah 

Goldstein, Naomi Jeske, Tiana Kaga, Jua Kim, Andrea 
Lee, Samuel Ryan, Cameron Siegal and Melissa Wang

more »
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•	 Excellence In Choral Music Award – Senior: Mate Blier
•	 Choral Director’s Award: Jacob Siegel
•	 Vocal Jazz Music – Excellence In Rhythm Section Award: Theodore Kornblum and  

Madeline Margulis-Ohnuma
•	 Excellence In Vocal Jazz Music Award: Colin Yung
•	 National School Choral Award: Farryn Gallup, Giselle Lese, Leyla Tastan and Colin Yung
•	 National School Orchestra Award: Richa Patil and Andy Wang
•	 Excellence In Instrumental Music Award – Juniors: Yashica Balasubramanian, Sophie Xie, 

Theodore Kornblum, Lauren Lee, Samuel Ryan, Matthew Bench and Stephen Ahn
•	 Excellence In Instrumental Music Award – Seniors: Leyla Tastan, Jean Lim and Yoonha Lee
•	 John Philip Sousa Band Award: Joshua Litvak and Alexander Zhou
•	 Frederick Fennell Wind Ensemble Award: Nathaniel Hwang and Elise Kang
•	 Frederic Chopin Piano Award: Nathaniel Hwang and Alexander Zhou
•	 National Association for Music Education – All Eastern Mixed Chorus: Colin Yung

New York State School Music Association Recognition
•	 All State Vocal Jazz: Giselle Lese and Colin Yung
•	 All State Mixed Chorus: Colin Yung and Tiana Kaga
•	 All State Symphonic Band: Nathaniel Hwang
•	 All State Symphony Orchestra: Daniel Woo, Tiana Kaga and Madeline Margulis-Ohnuma

Edgemont Excellence In Photography: Laura Sofia Lopez Dotor

Edgemont Excellence In Film: Joshua Ward-Scott

Catherine Medalia Johannet Literature Prize: Naomi Jeske

Teacher Recognition Awards
•	 11th Grade: Naomi Jeske and Jacob Weiss
•	 12th Grade: Sarah Hu and Matthew Zeitz

Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council Award: Sofia Chirlin and Joseph Vadakkan

Joseph McCurdy Scholar Athlete Award: Isadora Mello

William D. Moyle Scholar Athlete Award: Justin Hu 

Edgemont Award: Ava Thomas and Kento Hong

Alden A. Larson School Spirit Award: Sarah Hu
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Phaedrus Culminates Year Celebrating 
Accomplishment and Personal Growth

As Daniel Geller-Circujano and 13 other seniors 
celebrated their time in Edgemont High School’s 
Phaedrus program, he remembered the time they 
were lost in Central Park in Manhattan and worked 
together to find their way.

Ariana Segal, another Phaedrus senior, remembered 
emerging from writer’s block “when I finally let go of a 
perfect writing expectation for myself and wrote in a 
more free but structured way.”

Still another, Ava White, told about a camping trip 
during which students played a complicated but fun 
game of tag.

“Later that night, we all sat by the campfire for 
smores,” White told her fellow Phaedrus members, 
plus family members, teachers and district 
administrators at the outdoor June 12 ceremony. 
“Reid (Sandler) was playing his guitar, everyone 
was roasting their marshmallows, and we were all 
laughing and having fun.”

Each year before high school graduation, students in 
Phaedrus, also called A School, are celebrated in their 
own ceremony organized by the program’s teachers, 
Cory Karpf and Pam Raines. 

Phaedrus had 28 students this year, 14 seniors and 14 
juniors paired into mentor-mentee relationships. The 
small program supports a more personal celebration, 
during which Karpf praised each senior individually. 
Each junior then thanked his or her mentor.

“We have learned from you, and we hope to be as 
great role models and leaders as you have been to 
us,” Ruby Lee Kaufman told seniors.

Karpf said Phaedrus “has allowed all of us to merge 
traditional learning and real-life skills to draw 
connections, dig deeper, look closely and also see the 
bigger picture. Phaedrus is layered, complex, chaotic, 
meaningful and real.”

The personal, tight-knit vibe of the ceremony is an 
appropriate way to conclude a school year and 
provide participants an opportunity to acknowledge 
and appreciate Phaedrus’ collaboration, mutual 
support and community feel. 

Phaedrus has always been a vital experience, said guest 
speaker Nina Ortiz. A 2003 Phaedrus graduate, her 
address recounted her self-discovery in the program.

more »

S P E C I A L  Y E A R - E N D  E D I T I O N



The Edge - Page 17

“I realized that I was stronger than I ever gave myself 
credit for,” she said. “This beautiful place didn’t give 
me all the answers, but it showed me how to ask the 
right questions, and that has made all the difference.”

Phaedrus occupies half of the school day and 
fulfills requirements for English and social studies. 
It differs from traditional instruction in key aspects. 
Students take a trip or welcome a guest speaker each 
Wednesday, and participate in internships on Fridays. 
They receive no grades; instead, Karpf and Raines 
write evaluations for every student for each course 
course, final projects, internships, and other activities 
throughout the year. The teachers also write college 
recommendations for seniors.

This may be unfamiliar to the 
students’ parents, and senior 
Isabella “Bella” Mauskopf 
thanked them for their trust in 
the program.

“Although you guys might not 
have had a program like this 
in high school, you all were 
willing enough to let your 
children be involved and let 
us take the reins with our own 
experience,” she said.

Karpf and Raines do more than 
hand each senior a certificate. 
They also give each senior a 
novel or non-fiction book they 
feel the student will enjoy.

Mauskopf said her book, Then She was Gone by 
Lisa Jewell, felt appropriate because, as a mystery, 
it reminded her of the process of exploration that 
characterized her time in Phaedrus.

“It starts as a mystery, and as you go through the two 
years, there’s so much to discover,” she said.

Claire Feng received Eleanor Oliphant is Completely 
Fine by Gail Honeyman, and said the book seemed 
to be about “opening up your heart and discovering 
yourself.”

Raines closed out the ceremony by advising seniors: 
“Starting the next part of your life might be scary, but 
face it head on and take in all the world has to offer. 
Sometimes taking a different path is the right one for 
you.”

more »
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Amid discussion about being ready to take 
on the future, students recalled all that 
they would miss – mostly, fellow Phaedrus 
members. Geller-Circujano wrapped up his 
comments with a quote by Winnie the Pooh:

“How lucky I am to have something that 
makes saying goodbye so hard.”

Phaedrus 2025 Seniors: Watch Them Graduate
Phaedrus graduates are Arjun Arya, Alina Baimatova,
Jacob DePietto, Claire Feng, Daniel Geller-Circujano,

Daisy Gilmore, Matthew Howard, Ethan Klein, Isabella 
Mauskopf, Isadora Mello, Harley Pfeffer, Reid Sandler,

Ariana Segal and Ava White.

Watch the Phaedrus Graduation Ceremony here.

Congratulations to all of our
graduates and award winners!
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We are extending the deadline to apply for the new 
communications committee. If you are interested in 
having your voice heard, please email us at
communications@edgemont.org.

Deadline

Extended

to july 15
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Dozens of Awards Presented to Student Athletes 
at Final 2024-2025 Sports Awards Night

Edgemont High School athletes Penelope Kraus 
and her friend Isa Mello had been watching seniors 
receive the Arthur V. Mann Senior Athlete Award 
since they were in eighth grade.

Now seniors themselves, Kraus and Mello were 
among 12 student athletes to win the award at the 
final Sports Awards Night of the year on June 6.

“Finally being the ones to get it and having that 
full-circle experience has been really fun,” Kraus 
said after the ceremony in the Pantherdome, the 
school’s main gymnasium.

“We really love all the teams we’re on,” Mello 
added. In addition to working hard, athletics is a 
way to unwind from a day of studies, “have fun with 
your friends and connect with everyone.”

At the awards night, coaches handed out dozens 
of awards celebrating the hard work, commitment 
and spirit that Edgemont student athletes put into 
their practices and competitions. There was much 
cause for Panther pride.

“Every single one of our teams participated in 
or had representation in their respective post 
seasons,” Athletic Director Anthony DeRosa told the 
students and coaches. “So give yourselves a big 
round of applause for a job well done.”

The evening began with a dinner provided by the 
E Club booster organization in the San Marco 
Gymnasium across the hall from the Pantherdome. 
Athletes dined on penne and sandwiches of chicken 
cutlets and bacon or turkey with Swiss cheese. 
Dessert included ice cream and cookies. Students 
appreciated the gesture.

“It’s a good way to reward the athletes after a 
tough year,” said golfer Noah Goldstein.

more »
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more »

At the ceremony following dinner, the awards 
presented included Most Valuable Player, Most 
Improved Player and the Coaches Award, which 
is given to athletes the coaching staff feels “best 
exemplified the ideals of hard work, determination, 
commitment, team spirit and leadership,” according 
to the Athletic Department.

“It’s a testament for four years on the team putting 
in the work every day and being a good captain,” 
said Sam Meyer, who won the boys tennis Coaches 
Award along with Harley Pfeffer. “You put in a lot of 
time. At the end of the day, you want to do well for 
your team.”

He enjoys the way the players support each other.

“Tennis has always been a good vibe,” Meyer said. 
“Everybody is always there for you.”

Tennis coach Alexa Goldberg also handed out a 
new honor, the San Marco Award, named for Jim 
San Marco, a longtime teacher, coach and athletic 
director for whom the San Marco Gymnasium is 
named. Tennis player Bennett O’Reilly won the 
award. 

The Arthur V. Mann Senior Athlete Award is given 
to students who earn at least 10 points during their 
junior and senior years on a scale that awards them 
one point for every season of sports participation. 
Additional points are awarded for every “all-league” 
and “all-section” designation, and for multiple “all-
league” designations in a school year, plus points for 
every MVP or Coaches Award won.

Mann winners were Nura Aggour, Jordan Fisher, 
Daniel Geller-Circujano, Sarah Hu, Penelope Kraus, 

Isa Mello, Eliza Press, Arjun Rao, Isobel Rutherford, 
Bella Scovotti and Ava Thomas.

Seniors Ava Thomas and Joseph Vadakkan won the 
Senior Athlete Leadership Award sponsored by the 
E Club. The award is given to two seniors, one male 
and one female, for exhibiting leadership qualities, 
a commitment to athletics and sportsmanship. The 
honorees are voted on by varsity head coaches.

Thomas and Vadakkan will each receive a $500 
scholarship and an engraved crystal plaque. They 
will have their names added to the bronze cast 
outside the Pantherdome.
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“Throughout this season, and the entire school year, 
many of our teams and individual athletes showed 
great improvement and marked milestones,” 
DeRosa said. “What we strive for is to have our 
athletes and our teams reach their maximum 
potential, whatever that may be. When athletes 
show commitment, drive and dedication to their 
teams, to each other and to their school, they can 
reach that goal. These are the things that make 
school athletics a unique and invaluable part of the 
students’ educational experience and a source of 
pride for the community.”

Spring Sports Awards
 
Baseball
Coach: Mike Cozza
Record: 6-14 (3-9 in the league)
All-League Honorable Mention: Ari Malz and  
Will Terrasi
MVP: Ari Malz
Most Improved: Jake Siegel
Coaches Award: Will Terrasi and Ammaar Shariff

  
Softball
Coach: Larry Giustiniani
Record: 9-9-1 (2-4 in the league) 
All League: Angelina Costomiris,  
Rebecca Friedman, Iliana Paidas and Carly Zolot
All Section Honorable Mention:  
Rebecca Friedman and Carly Zolot
Most Improved: Carly Zolot
Coaches Award: Michele Thomas
Most Committed: Angelina Costomiris
Great Teammate: Rose Parsons

Boys Golf
Coach: Ian Solomon
Record: 6-8 (2-4 in the league)
All League: Ethan Klein	
Coaches Award: Parker Osborne
Lowest Scorer: Ethan Klein

Girls Golf
Coach: Mitch Shapiro
Record: 6-4 (5-2 in the league)
All League: Gianna Porco, Nia Sun and Kay Min
All-Section: Nia Sun
MVP: Nia Sun
Most Improved: Nyma Kaishap
Coaches Award: Ruby Kaufman and Ryan Im

 

more »
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Boys Lacrosse
Coach: Sebastian Gomez
Record: 5-11 (1-4 in the league)
All League: David Rosen, Chase Harrison and 
Asa Miller
MVP: David Rosen and Chase Harrison
Coaches Award: Asa Miller
Panther Award: Ben Scogin

Girls Lacrosse
Coach: George DiChiara
Record: 7-9 (4-2 in the league)
All League: Annabelle Pragay, Seren Fowler, 
Addison Kaplan and Isa Mello
All Section Honorable Mention:  
Annabelle Pragay
MVP: Isa Mello
Most Improved: Annabelle Pragay and  
Simone Segal
Coaches Award: Leah Paley

Boys Tennis
Coach: Alexa Goldberg
Record: 9-4 (7-2 in the league) 
All League: Aidan Wu and Kyler Leung
All League Honorable Mention: Divij Dogra, 
Harley Pfeffer, Sam Meyer, Bennett O’Reilly 
and Luke Peng
All Section Honorable Mention: Aidan Wu and 
Kyler Leung
MVP: Aidan Wu and Kyler Leung
Most Improved: Divij Dogra
Coaches Award: Sam Meyer and  
Harley Pfeffer
Sportsmanship Award:  
Alexandro Guerrero-Martinez
San Marco Award: Bennett O’Reilly

Boys Track
Coach: Camisha McKenzie
Record: Second Place in League
All League: Arjun Rao, Max Ellenberg,  

Matt Bench, Tristan Stott, Evan Bologh,  
Griffin Mendel-Dwork, Alex Chang, Asher Kadet, 
Malcolm Dees, Derek Valenzuela, Andy Wang 
and Randy Wang
All League Honorable Mention: Ethan Su,  
Cesar Arellano, Luca Paskin, Colin Donahue and 
Justin Hu
MVP: Evan Bologh
Most Improved: Max Ellenberg
Coaches Award: Malcolm Dees
Most Versatile: Griffin Mendel-Dwork
Most Determined: Colin Donahue
Valuable Newcomer: Tristan Stott

Girls Track
Coach: Nathalie Young
Record: Third Place in League
All League: Sophia Kumar, Nura Aggour,  
Sarah Hu, Ava Thomas, Hannah Evangelista, 
Kate Ruane and Mischa Im
All League Honorable Mention: Gabrielle Whittle 
and Grace Fiorenza
All Section: Sophia Kumar
All State Honorable Mention: Sophia Kumar
MVP: Sophia Kumar
Most Improved: Chloe Krochek
Coaches Award: Mischa Im
Most Versatile: Grace Fiorenza
Most Determined: Garbielle Whittle
Valuable Newcomer: Arianna Dalal

Arthur V. Mann Award Winners
Nura Aggour, Jordan Fisher,  
Daniel Geller-Circujano, Sarah Hu,  
Penelope Kraus, Isa Mello, Eliza Press, Arjun Rao,  
Isobel Rutherford, Bella Scovotti and Ava Thomas

Senior Athlete Leadership Award 
– Sponsored by E Club
Ava Thomas and Joseph Vadakkan
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Edgemont Schools is excited to announce the 
launch next school year of Parent University, a 
series of sessions designed to give parents an 
opportunity to learn more about key district 
initiatives, connect directly with school leaders 
and engage in meaningful conversations 
about teaching and learning.

To ensure this new effort reflects what our 
families want most, we will soon distribute 
a short survey to all Edgemont parents. The 
survey will ask you to share the topics you 
would find most valuable in these sessions. 
Whether you’re interested in understanding 
our instructional programs, supporting 
student well-being, learning about district 
goals, or simply getting more face time with 
administrators, we want to hear from you.

Parent University is about building strong 
partnerships between home and school. By 
gathering your feedback, we hope to tailor 
these sessions to meet the real needs and 
interests of our families, fostering greater 
understanding, collaboration and community.

Be on the lookout for the survey link in your 
email. We invite every parent to participate and 
help us shape a Parent University that reflects 
our shared commitment to supporting all 
Edgemont students.

Edgemont 
Launching 
Parent 
University
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Enjoy Summer with 
Dr. Hamilton’s 
Informative Podcasts

“On the Edge with Superintendent Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton,” 
a podcast launched this past school year, takes you inside the 
world of Edgemont education and is a perfect complement on a 
relaxing summer day. 

Dr. Hamilton recently hosted an engaging interview with Board 
of Education President Jennifer DeMarrais and Board member 
Heather Stern. They explain the Board of Education’s role and 
their commitment to stellar education, while offering thoughts 
on their leadership approaches.

Previous episodes have featured:
•	 Director of Pupil Personnel Services Jennifer Del Conte 

and Assistant Director of Pupil Personnel Services Edward 
Stickles. Their wide-ranging discussion explained the 
nuanced world of providing support for children requiring 
special education services.

•	 Edgemont High School Spanish teacher Jedd Chesterson, 
Greenville Elementary School fifth-grade teacher Hannah 
Ottman and Kim Kilcoyne, art teacher at Seely Place 
Elementary School. They offered compelling insights on 
post-Covid education, technology in the classroom and the 
opportunities artificial intelligence may present.

•	 Dr. Felipe Orozco, who joined Edgemont this school year 
as Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment.

All podcasts are archived at Edgemont.org/community/superintendent-podcast and are 

viewable at all times. Dr. Hamilton welcomes your questions and feedback as part of his Ask The 

Superintendent feature. Please upload your thoughts here. Your overall feedback is welcome as 

well; just email jmasci@edgemont.org. Thank you!
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